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eight thousand patients treated at an

Infirmary for diseases of children, (to
which he is physician,) only fourteen cases
of chorea presented themselves.
Dr. Granville regretted that the author

of the paper before the society should
have passed over that which was of most
importance, namely, the pathology of
chorea. He (Dr. Granville) considered
that the true cause of this disease was
irritation of the sentient extremities ot’
the ganglionic system of nerves, which
irritation was produced by offending mat-
ter in the prim&aelig; vise, and hence that

purgatives were the only proper reme-
dies. He had seen thirty cases of chorea,
all of which were cured by the purgative
plan of treatment, as recommended by
Dr. Hamilton. Dr. Granville ridiculed
the idea of chorea being cured by anti-
spasmodics or specifics, and contended
that, as in all the cases thus treated, pnr.
gative medicines were employed in con-
junction with other remedies, the cure
was to be ascribed to the apeiients. &deg; In
proof of this (said the Doctor,) whether
we look to the relation of cases in the
Yellow or in the Blue Journal, in that
sharp instrumental Journal THE LAN-
CET, or in that Journal which has nothing
sharp about it, we find that purging was
a part of the treatment employed.
Dr. James Johnson said that although

he approved of" smart purgation’’ in
this complaint, yet he thought the dis-
ease might be more readily cured by
combining the tonic and purgative plans
of treatment. He admitted the correct-
ness of Dr. Granville’s opinion as re-

garded the pathology of chorea. The
manner in which purgatives effect a cure
in this complaint, according to the " learn-
ed Doctor," is " by obtunding or blunting
the sensibility of the nerves distributed to
the abdominal viscera" !!
A Member referred to the experiments

of Mr. Swan (of Lincoln) in confirmation
of his opinion, that purgatives have a
tendency to increase irritation in the
abdominal viscera. On the dissection of
animals to which acrid purgatives had
been administered, Mr. Swan found the
abdominal ganglia of the sympathetic
nerve in a state of greatly increased
vascularity.
Mr. North thought that the gentlemen

who had preceded him in the debate had
been" pursuing a shadow." He re-
garded chorea as a mere symptom de-’
pendent upon various conditions of the
system, and that it could not possibly be
referred to any one particular cause.
Suc diversity of opinion prevailed on
the treatment of chorea, that he believed
if each member of the society were se-

para ely questioned on the plan of treat.
men proper to be parsued, a different
answer would be given by each person.
Mr. North hoped they were debating
with closed doors, or rather that the
question he was about to put to the So-
ciety would only go forth to the medical
world, it was&mdash;Whether a patient would
not recover from chorea equally well
without as with the exhibition of medi-
cine ? -

TOBACCO SMOKING.

Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;If some of your friends will an.

swer this note, the answer will be read
with interest by many individuals.

In Turkey, Spain, and Portugal, a
peculiar mode of smoking prevails; the
smoke of the pipe, or segar, is quietly
inhaled with the breath, and allowed to
pass through the nostrils, without any
effort, by the mere expiration of the
breath.

Medical men in England refuse to allow
that the smoke passes into the lungs, but
if they were to see the method of smok.
ing practised by Turks, &c., they would
probably allow that it is actually inhaled
into the lungs.
In Spain and Portugal, a thin paper,

manufactured from straw, and without
size, is used for making segars, by rolling
np some tobacco in the paper, until the
whole is about the size of a common pen-
cil and the lensth of a finger.
The tobacco itself cannot get into the

stomach or lungs, as in the case of snuff.
taking, nor can the raw juice of the to-
bacco do it, as in the case of quid-chew-
ing ; but the month, nasal passage, and
(I think) the lungs, gullet, and stomach,
must be powerfully coated with smoke,
and whatever that smoke contains.
Turks are perpetually smoking; Spa-

niards and Portuguese use tobacco pro-
fuse)y; and since the army returned from
the Peninsulq, the habit has become fa-
shionable ; the increased number of to-
bacco shops must be evident to every
observer.

Now, Sir, I should be glad to know,
and I believe a great number of person!)
besides myself would be glad to know,
what effect must be produced upon the
structural and functional condition of the
stomach and lungs by this habit.

I am, respectfully, Sir,
Your very obedient servant,

CIGARRO.


